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A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE OPPOSITION OF THE BARBOUR COUNTY COMMISSION TO THE
PROPOSED VALLEY LINK NORTH 765-KILOVOLT TRANSMISSION PROJECT AND ANY SIMILAR EXTRA-HIGH-
VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION CORRIDOR AFFECTING BARBOUR COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, Valley Link Transmission Company LLC, a joint venture formed by Dominion Energy, Transource
Energy (a partnership of American Electric Power and Energy), and FirstEnergy Transmission, has proposed
construction of the approximately 260-mile Valley Link North 765-kilovolt electric transmission project
extending from Putnam County, West Virginia, to Frederick County, Maryland, with potential routes
affecting Barbour County; and

WHEREAS, the Barbour County Commission recognizes that the proposed transmission project has been
represented as supporting the transmission needs associated with the Commonwealth of Virginia's clean
energy and electric reliability objectives; and

WHEREAS, the Commission believes that the costs and burdens associated with meeting another state's
energy policy objectives should not be disproportionately borne by the landowners and citizens of Barbour
County, West Virginia;

WHEREAS, the Barbour County Commission is charged with protecting the health, safety, welfare, property,
natural resources, and long-term economic interests of the citizens of Barbour County; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes previous proposals for similar extra-high-voltage transmission
projects, including the Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline (PATH) Project, and the substantial
public concern such projects generated throughout West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Barbour County is characterized by productive agricultural lands, working forests, rural
communities, historic resources, scenic landscapes, streams, wetlands, groundwater resources, native
wildlife, and other natural assets that contribute significantly to the County's economy, heritage, and
quality of life; and

WHEREAS, Barbour County's economy benefits from agriculture, forestry, outdoor recreation, hunting,
fishing, heritage tourism, scenic travel, and other industries that depend upon preserving the County's rural
character and natural beauty; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes the importance of protecting private property rights, family farms,
working forests, historic homesteads, cemeteries, and generational family lands, together with the ability
of landowners to use, conserve, improve, and transfer their property free from unnecessary governmental
or private encumbrances; and

WHEREAS, residents throughout Barbour County have expressed substantial concern regarding the
potential impacts of the proposed transmission project upon their homes, farms, businesses, communities,
property values, and quality of life; and
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WHEREAS, the Barbour County Commission recognizes that the proposed Valley Link Transmission Project
threatens to impose significant economic harm upon Barbour County by reducing the market value and
marketability of affected and adjacent properties, diminishing property tax assessments, discouraging
. residential and commercial investment, and weakening the County's long-term tax base, thereby shifting a
greater financial burden onto remaining taxpayers while reducing revenues available for schools,
emergency services, infrastructure, and other vital governmental functions;

WHEREAS, the Barbour County Commission further finds that any project resulting in diminished property
values and reduced local tax revenues imposes costs upon the citizens of Barbour County that are not
adequately offset by the limited economic benefits associated with the construction and operation of the
proposed transmission line;

WHEREAS, based upon information presently available, the Commission has not been presented evidence
demonstrating that the proposed project will provide substantial or commensurate benefits to Barbour
County while raising significant concerns regarding private property rights, agricultural operation>s, forestry
resources, groundwater protection, historic resources, tourism, public safety, property values, and the
County's long-term economic interests.

WHEREAS, Barbour County contains extensive working forests that support timber production, forest
products industries, wildlife habitat, recreation, watershed protection, carbon sequestration, and private
conservation efforts, all of which contribute significantly to the County's economy and natural heritage;
and

WHEREAS, . permanent transmission rights-of-way require perpetual vegetation management and
maintenance that permanently converts and fragments productive timberlands into utility corridors,
reduces forest canopy, increases edge effects, disrupts wildlife movement, diminishes carbon storage
capacity, and adversely affects the léng—term ecological integrity and economic value of forest resources;
and ‘ '

WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes that forest fragmentation resulting from utility corridors may
increase the spread of invasive plant species, alter wildlife habitat, reduce biodiversity, and adversely affect
species that depend upon large, cont|guous forest ecosystems; and

WHEREAS, Barbour County's agricultural economy includes family farms, pastureland, cropland, orchards,
livestock operations, maple production, and other agricultural enterprises that depend upon maintaining
productive soils, efficient farm operations, intact drainage systems, and uninterrupted access to farmland;
and

WHEREAS, the acquisition of permanent utility easements and construction of transmission infrastructure
may interfere with agricultural operations by reducing productive acreage, restricting future land use,
complicating equipment movement, affecting livestock management, limiting improvements to farm
properties, and diminishing the long-term economic viability of family farms; and

€

WHEREAS, Barbour County contains numerous springs, seeps, groundwater recharge areas, private wells,
streams, wetlands, floodplains, and watersheds that provide drinking water, support agricultural
operations, sustain aquatic ecosystems, and contribute to the health and welfare of County residents; and
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WHEREAS, portions of Barbour County include areas characterized by limestone geology, karst features,
sinkholes, underground drainage systems, and other hydrogeologic conditions that may be particularly
sensitive to excavation, blasting, heavy equipment, and other ground-disturbing construction activities
associated with large transmission infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, construction and long-term maintenance of extra-high-voltage transmission facilities may
increase erosion, sedimentation, stormwater runoff, soil compaction, and alteration of natural drainage
patterns, thereby affecting streams, wetlands, groundwater resources, and downstream water quality if
not carefully avoided or mitigated; and

WHEREAS, the Barbour County Commission recognizes that Barbour County contains ecologically
significant forests, streams, wetlands, karst landscapes, and other sensitive natural resources that provide
habitat for numerous native, rare, threatened, and endangered plant and animal species, and that
construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed Valley Link Transmission Project may result in
habitat fragmentation, disturbance of wildlife corridors, degradation of water quality, the introduction of
invasive species, and other adverse environmental impacts that could irreparably harm these important
ecological resources;

WHEREAS, Barbour County contains cold-water streams and aquatic habitats supporting native brook trout
(Salvelinus fontinalis), a species recognized as an important indicator of high-quality stream ecosystems
and particularly sensitive to increases in water temperature, sedimentation, habitat disturbance, and
degradation of water quality; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes that disturbance of stream corridors, riparian buffers, and forest
cover associated with transmission line construction and maintenance may adversely affect native brook
trout populations and other aquatic species through increased sediment loads, altered stream
temperatures, changes in hydrology, and degradation of aquatic habitat; and

WHEREAS, Barbour County also provides habitat for numerous native wildlife species, migratory birds, bats,
pollinating insects, and species identified under federal or state law as threatened, endangered, or of
conservation concern, and the Commission believes these biological resources warrant careful protection
through comprehensive environmental review; and

WHEREAS, the Commission further recognizes that the cumulative impacts of multiple utility corridors,
when considered together with existing infrastructure and future development, may exceed the impacts
associated with any individual project and therefore should be fully evaluated through comprehensive
environmental analysis before any approvals are granted.

WHEREAS, the construction phase of a project of this magnitude and the siting of towers and a transmission
corridor substantially changes the character of the affected lands. The construction may create unwanted
light, noise, dust, and a multitude of other issues. The towers themselves affect viewsheds and the affected
property. These effects may extend from the boundaries of the affected property to that of other citizens
and landowners. Any and all of these ‘issues may creaté a nuisance, that being a substantial and
unreasonable interference with the private use and enjoyment of the lands of the citizens of Barbour
County.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. The Barbour County Commission formally opposes the proposed Valley Link transmission project, and
any substantially similar extra-high-voltage transmission corridor, through Barbour County.

2. The Commission opposes any route that would adversely affect private property, agricultural operations,
forests, groundwater, streams, wildlife habitat, historic or cultural resources, residential communities,
scenic viewsheds, or the long-term economic interests of the County.

3. The Commission opposes the use of eminent domain for acquisition of property for this project and
affirms the right of every landowner to negotiate voluntarily and without coercion.

4. The Commission requests complete GIS overlays of tax parcel maps, all alternative alignments, and
independent environmental, agricultural, historic, groundwater, health, property value, and economic
impact studies funded by the developer and performed by qualified experts acceptable to affected
landowners.

5. The Commission requests meaningful public participation, certified notice to potentially affected
landowners, and no less than one year for review of project materials and consultation with legal and
technical advisors.

6. The Commission urges PJM, the West Virginia Public Service Commission, and all applicable agencies to
require full evaluation of alternatives, including maximizing existing corridors, reconductoring, grid-
enhancing technologies, distributed generation, demand-side management, and co-location within existing
utility or transportation corridors before approval of any new overhead corridor.

7. The Commission reserves all rights to participate in administrative, judicial, and regulatory proceedings
concerning the project and to adopt additional resolutions or take further action as appropriate.

8. The Commission will take further action upon the project being formally filed, including, but not limited
to, formal opposition to the project and any parts thereof which affect Barbour County and its residents,
and reserves the right to decide on additional action upon review of complete project information and
public input.

9. The Commission directs that certified copies of this Resolution be transmitted to Valley Link Transmission
Company LLC, the West Virginia Public Service Commission, PJM Interconnection, the Governor of West

Virginia, the Barbour County legislative delegation, and other appropriate state and federal agencies.

Adopted this{ 7 day of (Yuly ,2026.
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